
 

                                                                             
              
 

Minister Charlie McConalogue     
Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine 
Agriculture House 
Kildare Street 
Dublin 2 

 
 

5th October 2020 
 
 

Dear Minister McConalogue 
 

Subject: livestock vessel Shorthorn Express IMO 9167318 
 

Livestock vessel Shorthorn Express is on the way to Waterford, due to arrive on Wednesday 7th 
October, presumably to undergo an inspection for an Irish Certificate of Approval. Ethical Farming 
Ireland (EFI) would like to lodge a formal objection to the approval of this vessel based on the 
following grounds: 
 

1. Carriage of Livestock by Sea Regulations Part 2 Section 4.(5)subsection (b) states that an 
approval may be revoked if the owner of a livestock vessel has committed an offence, whether 
he or she has been convicted or not, relating to animal health or welfare or the environment.  
 

Shorthorn Express is owned by Vroon Group and managed by Livestock Express.  They own and 
manage 14 livestock vessels as shown here in their website, one of which is the Holstein Express. 
https://www.vroon.nl/Fleet.aspx#!livestock_express_bv__the_netherlands&All 

 
In January 2020 the Holstein Express spilled five tons of fuel oil due to a failure during refuelling 
which became the most serious spill in the last two decades. This resulted in proceedings being 
taken against the owner and a fine of €250,000. 
https://elpueblodeceuta.es/art/44280/el-holstein-express-paga-los-370000-euros-de-fianza-y-
abandona-ceuta 

 
It is clear from the first link that Shorthorn Express and Holstein Express have the same owner, and it 
is obvious from the second link that an environmental offence was committed by said owner.  
Therefore a Certificate of Approval should be refused on this ground. 
 

2. Carriage of Livestock by Sea Regulations Part 2 Section 4.(5)subsection (f) states that an 
approval may be refused if  the applicant or owner of the livestock vessel is not a fit and proper 
person to be approved. 
 

Seven of the vessels owned by Vroon Group (Holstein Express, Murray Express, Bison Express, 
Devon Express, Angus Express, Gelbray Express, Girolando Express) have been detained in recent 
years. It is not common for vessels to be detained so to have had 50% of your fleet detained is an 
appalling record. Table 2 in the link below shows that between 2017-2018 the percentage of ships  
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detained was no higher than 3% per inspection.  It is clear that Vroon's livestock fleet is being 
detained at rates way above the norm and it shows that the owner is not a fit and proper person to 
be approved. 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/figure/10.1080/03088839.2019.1647362?scroll=top&needAcces
s=true 
 
3. Carriage of Livestock by Sea Regulations Part 2 Section 4.(5)subsection (e) states that an 

approval may be refused if  the vessel to which the application or livestock vessel approval 
relates is not, or has ceased to be, a fit and proper vessel to be approved. 
 

The Shorthorn Express has been heavily criticized by veterinary professionals very recently due to 
serious animal welfare issues including lack of feed and water, poor ventilation and high humidity. 
Leaking water pipes and fire hydrants, spilled feed and blocked drains are other problems that 
have arisen in this ship – see links below. Vets Against Live Export stated in the last link that "this is 
one ship that should not be used to export Australian livestock. Crew incompetence and practices 
not aligned with animal welfare."   
https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/cattle-suffering-appalling-on-china-voyage 
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/report-55_0.pdf 
http://www.vale.org.au/uploads/1/0/4/3/10438895/vale_comment_on_io_summary_55_shorthor
n_express_portland_to_china_december_2018.pdf 

 
Furthermore, in numerous Port State Control inspections, deficiencies relating to fire safety and life 
saving equipment such as lifeboats and lifebuoys have repeatedly been found. These are serious 
issues for both livestock and crew. Since June 2019 this has been classified as a high risk ship.  
https://apcis.tmou.org/public/ 

 
EFI firmly believes there is just cause for concern around livestock vessel Shorthorn Express and 
valid reasons for the vessel to be refused approval.  We would therefore strongly urge your 
department not to approve this vessel for use in Ireland. 

 
I look forward to your response. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 

             
Caroline Rowley  
Director Ethical Farming Ireland    
 
Cc Rob Doyle Senior Superintending Veterinary Inspector  

 
 
 
 

Ethical Farming Ireland CLG is a company limited by guarantee established on a not-for-profit basis: CRO 
number 675464 
                                       

                                                  


